
Chichester MG Owners' Club Newsletter September 2020 

Introduction: Hi everyone and welcome to our September Newsletter. 

I hope you are all keeping safe and well.  

We have been busy looking at how we organise events for members. 

It has been a challenge as we are always subject to changes in 

government guidance to meet the Covid 19 requirements. My thanks 

to all who have been working so hard behind the scenes. As you will 

see from this newsletter we have had to postpone our Picnic and 

Gathering on Sunday 11th Oct. The museum felt unable to host our 

event due to the Covid 19 restrictions. It is  disappointing and I know 

just how much people wanted to attend our gathering and the work 

many members have already put into this. On a positive we are 

hoping to hold our event on Sunday April 11th 2021.  

We do however have the green light for our mini tour and thirty members are off for a weekend to 

Gaydon motor museum. (This is subject to Covid 19 restrictions not changing). 

I know the fact we cannot meet as a club is frustrating for everyone, but under the Covid 19 

guidance we want to keep everyone safe and as a club this is a priority. But we are working hard to 

organise a small event in October, if we can. please keep an eye on your email and our social media 

sites for any new. 

I hope you will continue meeting up as friends and enjoying the lovely late summer weather we are 

having. (Do not forget to follow the government guidelines on distancing and keeping safe.) 

My thanks to all who contribute to this newsletter including Colin Jessey, Robin Hamilton and David Griffiths. 

 

Don’t forget to take a few photos of anything 

car related activities your up to. Also jot down 

a few lines to add to our newsletter, and share 

with fellow members in our Facebook group. 

Let's see all the inventive ways you have been 

using your social distancing time. 

 

I hope you enjoy this newsletter. 
 

Andy Harris 

Area Sec. Chichester MGOC 1006 

     

                              Happy memories of VE day 

Please visit our excellent website at https://www.chichestermgoc.org.uk and  

please also join our Facebook discussion group for all the latest news and club chat 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/discussmgchi/ 

Please note: all event dates and details are correct to our best efforts. Please check with the 

organisers before attending an event 

https://www.chichestermgoc.org.uk/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/discussmgchi/


My Project part 2 
My project enters the next phase, now we have a fully 
operational engine following the head gasket change. 
One nice outcome was an oil leak was sorted without it 
costing me anything!! Now I had a fully operational car 
we could now get an MOT. Standing at the centre I felt 
like an expectant father, waiting to hear the verdict. I 
must say the test station were very understanding of a 
car that had not moved far in the last four years. So, 
some sluggish breaking was put down to rusty break 
discs. We did however fail on front bushes on the 
suspension.  So with a very small list of faults I returned 
to Tim’s workshop to discover a whole list of bushes and 

break parts were diagnosed as needing replacement. I then 
set about obtaining the items. After some hours on the 
phone I managed to track down all the parts needed. My 
thanks to Tim Chewter for working so hard in the project to 
finally complete the project and obtain an MOT. One last job 
before turning her over to the new owner. New badges!!!! 
Now she looks like an MG!  

Andy Harris 

 

Review of events in September –  

Some fifteen cars lined up for a Summer trip around 

the back lanes and roads of Devon, with drivers and navigators starting at the Premier Inn 

Minehead. This time Tony had introduced a Novice class for those who were new to the 

world of virtual driving. We travelled some fifty miles along the coast finishing with an over-

night stay at the 4-star Staunton Sands Hotel.   

We all set off and it soon became clear that some of the lanes were extremely narrow, which 

caused a few close shaves!  At the end Tony had to retire to a dark room to assess the winners 

as he was bombarded with ‘I did not see that!’ and ‘Are you sure that many sun shades were 

up?’. 

But we all had a great evening and enjoyed chatting together. Well Done Tony 



Events for September   

Join the Zoom Meeting every Tuesday 8.00pm on 
Non-clubnights 

 

 

 

Events for October  

Club night Quiz Tuesday 

October 6th 7.30pm  
October is our traditional club quiz night, so why 

not join us for a great evening of fun, run by 

Wendy and Clive Wilson. 

 

 

Update on present Covid 19 situation – It is an incredibly challenging time at present as we 

were planning to hold some club events because the rules on clubs had been relaxed. 

Unfortunately, as I am sure you are aware, the rules have changed due to higher cases in 

England.  We are looking into this and clarifying what this means for the club. We will notify 

members if we feel able to organise a small event in October.   

  

Meeting ID: 811 3678 0316 
Password: MGOC1006 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81136780316?pwd=eHNWL2ZOc
2pFVVFUaFVCaEdvWE94UT09 

 

Meeting ID: 811 3678 0316 
Password: MGOC1006 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81136780316?pwd=eHNWL2ZOc
2pFVVFUaFVCaEdvWE94UT09 

 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81136780316?pwd=eHNWL2ZOc2pFVVFUaFVCaEdvWE94UT09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81136780316?pwd=eHNWL2ZOc2pFVVFUaFVCaEdvWE94UT09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81136780316?pwd=eHNWL2ZOc2pFVVFUaFVCaEdvWE94UT09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81136780316?pwd=eHNWL2ZOc2pFVVFUaFVCaEdvWE94UT09


Postponed Events 

 

 

Chichester MGOC’s Annual Picnic and 

Gathering       

    at ‘The Weald & Downland Living Museum’  
scheduled for Sunday 11th October 

is regretfully Postponed until Sunday 11th 

April 2021*. 
 

The Museum has 

opened its door to the 

public, but regretfully 

has been unable to 

consider outside groups 

at this current time 

(including our annual 

gathering), while 

adhering to government 

legislation and 

guidelines. 
 

 so regretfully we must postpone our annual gathering until next April. 

(Tickets already purchased for the event will still be valid next year; or we are happy to 

offer a refund.) 
 

We shall keep you all updated, but for the latest situation do check out our web site; 
www.chichestermgoc.org.uk   

  
*Date at present is provisional and we hope to confirm in early 2021 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.chichestermgoc.org.uk/


Future Events 
 

New information is being received daily, so please keep an eye on our Facebook 

group for latest details, cancelled and postponed events. 
_________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
‘2020 Autumn Mini Tour’ – British Motor Museum, Gaydon  

16/17th October 2020. 
 

 
 

We are pleased to confirm that the Tour is going ahead as planned, while complying with 
strict conditions in accordance with Government Legislation and Guidelines.  

 
The Tour is full with 30 club members in 16 cars. For further information, please contact; 

colin.jessey@btinternet.com        
 johnsgodsmark@gmail.com 

 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

‘Chichester Wales Tour - 2021’ 
Saturday 24th April – 1st May 2021 

 
 
 

Subject to the further lifting of Covid 19 
restrictions, the Tour is scheduled to go 
ahead next year as planned.  
 
The tour is full with 33 club members in 17 
cars, but we have a waiting list in case of 
cancellations.  
 
For further details information please 
contact; 

johnsgodsmark@gmail.com 
             clivewilson17@gmail.com 

 
 

mailto:colin.jessey@btinternet.com
mailto:johnsgodsmark@gmail.com
mailto:johnsgodsmark@gmail.com
mailto:clivewilson17@gmail.com


 

Autumn Skittles Fun Day 

Sunday 15th 
November. Limited 

Places 
 

£17 per person to 
include carvery 

lunch and a game of 
traditional wooden 

skittles. 
 

After a coffee and/or bacon sandwich at a local garden centre, we go for a short scenic run 
through the South Downs to ‘The Barley Mow’ at Walderton (www.thebarleymow.pub) for an 
excellent Sunday roast carvery lunch, followed by a game of traditional wooden skittles.  
 
The cost at £17 per person includes a carvery roast lunch followed by a few games of skittles 
in a proprietary alley. Full details are to follow, but as this is a popular event with limited 
availability for just 24 club members, you should register your interest as soon as possible. 
The overall winner and the winning team will receive fabulous prizes. 
 
Payments please by bank transfer into our Santander  ‘Chichester MGOC Regalia Account’; 
A/C 22353988; Sort Code 09-01-29  - or by cash handed to Mandy, Neil or Colin. No Cheques 
Please. 
 

Please contact Neil and Mandy on 07999 425156, or email   
neilsawford@outlook.com    amandajennings661@gmail.com 
 
If Government Legislation and Social Distance Requirements are still applicable, the event will 
be re-scheduled. Monies paid will be either refunded or transferred to the re-scheduled event. 
_________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

New Club Gazebo 
We have now taken delivery 

of our new all weather, heavy 

duty gazebo in our club 

colours, together with a 

display board giving details of 

our club and supporters. 

These have been kindly 

financed by our sponsors. We 

had hoped their first outing 

was going to be at our annual 

gathering in September, but 

this has now scheduled for 

next April.  

We plan to take the gazebo and display board, with our flags, to all our future 

outside venues, providing a meeting point and shelter during our summer weather! 

http://www.thebarleymow.pub/
mailto:neilsawford@outlook.com
mailto:amandajennings661@gmail.com


Horsham Car Centre 
 

 
 

We welcome ‘Horsham Car Centre’ as a sponsor, who kindly has offered to support us by 
advertising in these pages, having a link on our web site, and attending some of our events. 

 
Located just off the A264 on the north side of Horsham, Horsham Car Centre is our local 
dealer for new and used MGs, and also for Jeep. Offering sales and servicing for all new 
MGs, they have the full range of MGs in their prestigious showrooms including Electric 

Vehicles. 
 

The business was established 40 years ago at Roffey Corner by the MD John Pudney, who 
remains at the helm today. As the business grew and expanded a state-of-the-art workshop 

was opened in Foundry Road (just round the corner) for servicing, repairs and MOTs for  
all makes of cars. 

 
MG & Jeep, Sales & Servicing 

for all new and used MG and Jeep. 
 

Roffey Corner 
Crawley Road 

Horsham 
West Sussex 
RH12 4HG 

 
tel; 01403 272747 

email; sales@horshamcarcentre.co.uk 
www.horshamcarcentre.co.uk 

 
_________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

mailto:sales@horshamcarcentre.co.uk
http://www.horshamcarcentre.co.uk/


SUMMER CLUB CLOTHING  
 

 
 

Brushed Cotton Baseball Caps £8 
All Colours Now In Stock; black, navy, royal blue, red, bottle green, kelly green,  

dark grey, chocolate, army green, beige, white. 

 

 

 
 

Polly/Cotton pique Polo Sports Shirts £12.50 
Colours; black, charcoal, navy, royal blue, sky blue, red, burgundy, bottle green, kelly green,  

heather grey, white. 

 

 

Our Full Clothing Range is available to order at any time. 

 Available in a full range of colours and sizes to include; baseball caps, woolly hats, plain and 

coloured woolly and fleece scarfs, woolly gloves, bibbed aprons, T shirts, polo shirts, plain 

and zipped neck sweat shirts, rugby shirts, zipped fleeces, zipped fleece hoodies, body 

warmers,  

high-viz waistcoats, traffic jacket and overalls. 

 

Check out our web site for our full and extended range. 

NB. Brushed Cotton Baseball Caps in dark colours can fade with age and in strong sunlight. 

 

Orders 

Orders are now being taken for delivery 2 – 3 weeks.. 

Call Colin on 01903 877858 or email colin.jessey@btinternet.com 

mailto:colin.jessey@btinternet.com


The following items are for sale or looking for 
new homes  

 
 

 
MGB GT Jan 1970. Flame red, Wire wheels and 

Overdrive. 

Ground up restoration just finished and approx 1500 

miles since. 

Body work, panel gaps and paint finish concourse 

including engine bay and boot. 

Original boot floor and floor pans, this has never 

been a rusty car and I bought it from the second 

owner. 

Re-trimmed in black velour for added comfort. 

Well sorted car. £15,000 no offers. 

Please call John  07379 111085 

 
1969 MGC GT DPX 529H 
Ground- up Rebuild completed in December 2010. 
With a total mileage of approximately 55,000 miles (9,260 miles since rebuild) 
Purchased February. 2016. 
 

• 4 new chrome wire wheels fitted at 
purchase. 

• Electric power steering fitted. 

• Overhauled gear box and overdrive, 
new clutch fitted, and fly wheel 
lightened. January 2018. 

• New discs fitted August 2017. And new 
back tyres. 

• New back brakes fitted 2019. 

• New single 12 volt battery fitted. 
 
Colour Sumatra Green (VW colour). 
Other items to be negotiated. 
 
George, is selling his beautiful show condition MGC GT due to illness.  
 

OIRO £19,000.00. 
 
Vehicle is in Wokingham. If interested, Please contact him directly at georgetymms@tiscali.co.uk 
 

 

 

mailto:georgetymms@tiscali.co.uk
https://dhcwargamesblog.wordpress.com/for-sale/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/3.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/3.0/


Spares for sale 
 
MGB Seats – in A1 condition, cloth finish £150 for the pair. Contact Andy Harris 

if interested. 
 
MGB Works Hardtop (Black) for sale – If interested, please contact 

Andy Harris 
 

Is anyone looking for a set of 5 
beautifully restored Enamelled 
MGB Chrome Trimmed 14” Rostyle 
Wheels for just £250?   
 
If so, please contact Bruce Minchin 
on; 
 
tel; 07415 367857  
www.minchinsofgoodwood.co.uk 
 
 
 
 

 

MGB Parts for Sale 

All parts new and unused. 

All purchased for a 1977 (Rubber Bumper) MGB Roadster but may fit other B’s and C’s. 

  

1. Seat belt Kit from Midlands Sports and classics £50 

 

  

2. Door Trims LH & RH from Watford Classics £30 

http://www.minchinsofgoodwood.co.uk/


 

  

3. Stainless steel Rear number plate backing (No 

Fixings) from MGB Hive £10 

 

  

4. Steering Gaiters 

from MGB Hive £5 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

5. Steering Rod Ends from MGB Hive £10 

 

  

6. Heater Valve from MGB Hive £10 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



7. Heater Control Cables x 2 from MGOC £10 

 

  

8. Wiper Motor Mounting Pad from MGOC £2 

 

  

  

Please email or call Neil for more info or pictures: 

neilsawford@outlook.com 

07999 425 156 

  

 
 

 

I was given a couple of manuals for an 

MGB, one being the 11th edition 

Workshop manual which is pretty 

detailed. I am sure some-one would 

find a use for them and perhaps if so, 

they would make a small donation to 

Cancer research or a noteworthy 

charity then I would be happy to pass 

them on. 

 

Nigel Hanlon 

 
 

 

 

mailto:neilsawford@outlook.com


Bits in my garage 

I’m happy to give the Midget rear springs and needing overhaul steering rack away to a member 

who can find a use. There’s also a (I believe standard) camshaft for a 1275. Also there’s an old 70s 

type radio with console and a second console. A few bits of chrome side trim for 60s MGB  Again 

free. 

I’ve got a couple of leather rim steering wheels with hobs that I think suit 60s-70s MGs. I’d like a 

small sum for these say a tenner each. I’ve also got a selection of round headlights mostly quartz 

halogen. Say a fiver each.  

Finally a load of old Classic Car magazines free to someone who collects from here.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Clive Sayer 

clive.sayer@gmail.com 

 

 

3" - 4" Micometer in 'as new' condition. Boxed and greased,  complete 

with fittings. Invaluable to anyone carrying out a rebuild and needing 

some precision measurements. £20.00 o.n.o. Contact David Griffiths. 

Email: dr.gjazz1@timetalk.co.uk or phone: 01403264548.  

 

Want to lose those Covid 19 excess pounds! How about a 20" Vintage 

Atco lawnmower, complete with grass box.  The mower hasn't been 

used since 1991 when it was reconditioned. A little TLC over the 

winter months  would provide you with the opportunity to have a 

lovely striped lawn. £50.00 o.n.o. Anyone interested should contact 

David Griffiths - Email: dr.gjazz1@timetalk.co.uk or phone: 01403 

264548. 

 

  

mailto:clive.sayer@gmail.com


MG Car Club - Sussex Wanderers – Newsletter 
MG Car Club 

Sussex Wanderers 

6th September 2020 

 

What a strange world we are living in, with our way of life being heavily influenced by Covid 19, and 

seemingly little conformity about what 'we can' and 'can't do'. With hot spots of the virus re-

emerging around England and the world, our ability to go out and about could well take a step 

backwards rather than forwards! The ability to restart the Sussex Wanderers outings is still on the 

back burner, as they are deemed to be social events. However, the MG Car Club South East have 

been in negotiation with Motor Sport UK (the governing body for motor sport in this country) and 

they have approved  the Autumn Run, as they consider it to be a business and as such will help 

employment! The run, which will be for MG Car Club members only, takes place on Sunday 13th 

September 2020, starting at Denbies Wine Estate, near Dorking and will be finishing at Leonardslee 

Gardens at Lower Beeding. A maximum of 120 cars will be allowed to participate and the event will 

operate under strict Covid 19 guidance, but will be subject to final approval by the Government. 

 

October 2020 sees the 90th anniversary of the MG Car Club being formed and this will be celebrated 

by an event at The British Motor Museum, Gayden on 10th October.  The following weekend on 

Sunday 18th October the South East Region are hoping to arrange an Anniversary Run.  Again this 

will be open to MG Car Club members only and will be arranged with Motor Sport UK, and will have 

to comply strictly with Covid 19 guidance. The idea will be to meet at The Wise Old Owl, situated on 

the A24 at Kingsfold, West Sussex. The run will take the form of a circular route through  Surrey and 

Sussex of about 45 miles in length and finishing back at The Wise Old Owl, where there may be the 

possibility of individuals lunching. 

 

For those of you that receive the Sussex Wanderers newsletter, last month I attached a photograph 

of George Eyston, Syd Enever and Tommy Wisdom at the Bonneville Salt Flats in the late 50s.  

 

This month I have attached a photograph of Tommy Wisdom's wife - Elsie Wisdom (known as Bill). 

She is at Brooklands and in a Riley 9, 

which she shared with the Australian, 

Joan Richmond. They took part in the 2 x 

12 hour relay and 1000 mile races in 

1932 and 1934. Interestingly she had 

never raced until she married Tommy 

and in the end turned out the better 

driver! Both Tommy and Bill were 

instrumental in providing the second 

opinion to the Duke of Richmond and 

Gordon about the suitability of 

Goodwood as a racing circuit. 

 

 

David Griffiths. 

 

 



And finally, …………………… Make sure you clear that engine bay!!! 

 

  



We are very grateful to the following sponsors of Chichester MGOC; 
 

     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Minchins; Classic MG Sports Cars in 

Chichester. 
Minchins of Goodwood,  Warehead, 

Halnaker, Chichester, West Sussex, PO18 
0NF. 

tel; 07415 367857  
www.minchinsofgoodwood.co.uk 

 
 
Based at Halnaker near the famous Goodwood Motor Racing Circuit, we offer the finest, original and 
fully restored MG sports cars available. Every car is inspected, serviced, and tuned before delivery. For 
further information call us any time; Viewing at our indoor showroom is strictly by Appointment only. 
 
A selection from our current stock; 
 

        
 

• 1.8 MGBGT 1967; original steel wheels, manual with overdrive, £22,995 
‘Brooklands Green’ fully restored March 2020 to 1967 specification with new black leather interior and 
full sun roof, fast stage 2 engine, 1 owner last 45 years, just 68,000 miles, full history file, prize winning 
example. 

 

• 1.8 MGBGT 1968;  CWW, manual with overdrive, £17,995 
‘Old English White’ beautifully restored with new black leather interior, original toggle switch dashboard,   
lovely history file with 6 owners from new, 54000 miles believed correct, stunning. 
   

       
 
 

• 1.8 MGB Roadster 1969; Alloy wheels, manual with overdrive, £19,995 
‘White’  6 owners from new, full back to metal restoration in 2005 with new panels & original engine 

rebuild, new leather interior, walnut dash & wood steering wheel. SS boot rack, 19,260 miles. 

Absolutely lovely. 

http://www.minchinsofgoodwood.co.uk/


 


