
Chichester MG Owners' Club Newsletter June 2020 

Introduction: Hi everyone, firstly my apologies for not having an 

update in this month’s EMG, I missed the deadline. So, what have we 

been doing as a club during these lookdown times? I must say 

members have been brilliant with coming up with ideas. See details 

of our virtual treasure hunt for June club night.  

I have been so impressed with members who have taken on the 

challenges of social media. All our social media platforms are being 

used and keeping us all united as a club in these difficult times.  Don’t 

forget if you need any help, we are still providing tutor sessions.  

As I write it is still unclear as to when we can as a club meet up again, 

in a safe social distancing event. Please keep an eye on your email, our Facebook Discussion page 

and our website for the latest information on this. We are planning behind the scenes, but I cant say 

anything until we have guidance from the lockdown rules.  

 

My thanks to all who contribute to this newsletter including Colin Jessey and David Griffiths from Sussex 

Wanderers. 

 

I would ask you all, even if we cannot meet in person, to please remember to take a few photos of anything car 

related, and jot down a few lines to add to our newsletter, and share with fellow members in our Facebook 

group. Let's see all the inventive ways you have been using your social distancing time. 

 

I hope you enjoy this newsletter. 
 

Andy Harris 

Area Sec. Chichester MGOC 1006      

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Part of Mark Bacchus ‘VE’ day display 

two great looking Jeeps.   

 

Please visit our excellent website at 

https://www.chichestermgoc.org.uk and  

please also join our Facebook discussion 

group for all the latest news and club chat https://www.facebook.com/groups/discussmgchi/ 

Please note: all event dates and details are correct to our best efforts. Please check with the 

organisers before attending an event 

https://www.chichestermgoc.org.uk/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/discussmgchi/


Review of events in May ‘Minchins May Caption Competition - 

Winners’  
The winning entry “Don’t forget to make a B-Line to Minchins 
of Goodwood” submitted by John Godsmark receives a lovely 
Club ribbed woolly scarf of his choice; and the runner up’s entry 
“Aren’t we supposed to be 2m apart?” submitted by Alice 
Baggs receives a pair of our exclusive red and blue Tea & Coffee 
Mugs.  
 
There was a great number of entries submitted on the ‘B theme’ 
including “A swam of Bs seen at Halnaker” and “B Safe” and 
Bruce thanks everyone for their entries and good humour. 

 
Events June 

Tuesday June 2nd 2020 – 7.30pm 

VIRTUAL DRIVE/TREASURE 

HUNT  

If you want to take part you will 

need to register with your e-mail 

address at mg@bosham.me . 

We will then issue the route and 

questions on the night to all 

registered drivers and navigators 

at the same pre-announced time.  

Our plan will be to start the evening all together in a ‘Zoom’ conference 

meeting and return at the end to see how we all got on. But for members 

who do not use Zoom, you can still take part. 

Accuracy as well as speed are essential as the first team to e-mail in the 
completed clue list with the greatest number of correct results will deemed 
to be the winner and will be awarded with a suitable virtual prize. You may 
return the clue answers as e-mail or as attachment - word, pdf, or scanned 
handwritten document. 
 
Apart from the use of Google maps this is not a technical event, you do 
not need to be a computer wizz kid  and I would like to involve as many 
as possible, so do contact me if you have any concerns.  
Tony Gunton 

Tuesday Zoom Meeting Ref: 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87443896502?pwd=K25pa0tzQjRvaklrRTJiWFM4ZUxzZz09 

Meeting ID: 874 4389 6502 Password: MGOC1006 

mailto:mg@bosham.me
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87443896502?pwd=K25pa0tzQjRvaklrRTJiWFM4ZUxzZz09


 
 
 
 
Your Change to own some ‘MG’ Gin 
Ian Burton has very kindly donated this bottle 
of gin to raise funds for the club. So I am asking 
for bids on this Magnificent MG icon. If you 
would like to bid please send me your bid via 
email to andy.harris@computer-assets.co.uk. 
Starting bid must be at least £15.00.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

‘Minchins June Caption Competition’  
 

 Stirling (or maybe Fangio?) making a flying start 

 

Send us a suitable Caption for the photo.  

We offer one of Mike Hinks’ lovely wooden MG 

plaques as a prize for the best Caption submitted by 

Thursday 25th June. 

 

The winner and best entries will be published in the 

Club’s July newsletter. 

Send your entry by email to the Club Secretary at; 

secretary@chichestermgoc.org,uk or place it on 

Facebook - Chichester Discussion Group 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/discussmgchi/  

 

 

 

  

mailto:andy.harris@computer-assets.co.uk
mailto:secretary@chichestermgoc.org,uk
https://www.facebook.com/groups/discussmgchi/


Future Events 

New information is being received daily, so please keep an eye on our Facebook group for latest details, 

cancelled and postponed events. 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Chichester MGOC’s Annual Picnic and Gathering     

    at ‘The Weald & Downland Living Museum’  

Sunday 11th October 
 

 

With the Coronavirus now in respite and Government Restrictions and Guidelines being 

lifted, we are optimistic that our Annual Event will take place as rescheduled on Sunday 

11th October. 
 

We will keep you all 

updated, but for the latest 

situation check out the 

Club’s and the Museum’s 

web sites; 
www.chichestermgoc.org.uk  

https://www.wealddown.co.uk/  

 

 

 

 

Located on the A286 at Singleton, just 5 miles to the north of Chichester, this iconic museum 

is the home of the BBC's ‘Repair Shop’ programme and to a collection of more than 50 

historic buildings in the beautiful landscape of the South Downs National Park. The museum 

includes Anglo Saxon & Tudor buildings, a 17th Century working mill, an Edwardian tin 

church, home of the BBC’s Repair Shop, and much much more; and is a dog friendly site. 

A lovely selection of food will be available to purchase at the waterside café, to be enjoyed 

either inside or out on the grass. Alternatively, please bring your own picnic 

Entry Costs will be £12 per person, giving access to the whole site. Tickets can be purchased 

at the gate or will be available in advance via our web site; www.chichestermgoc.org.uk  

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.chichestermgoc.org.uk/
https://www.wealddown.co.uk/
http://www.chichester/
https://chichestermgoc.us18.list-manage.com/track/click?u=a013ba178adc6a3fd0d5f2327&id=7907b8d535&e=dcbcc243cd


Athelhampton House; Sunday 9th August 2020 

 

Our friends at ‘Bournemouth & Poole MGOC 1020’ inform us that the event is still due to go ahead; 

but if the pandemic recovery falters, the organisers will review the position and keep us updated.  

As a Club, we have been allocated a prime position on the front lawns of this historic 15th Century 

Elizabethan Tudor manor house, next to some early MGs and other visiting Car Clubs. In addition to a 

large collection of MGs and classic cars, this is also a variety of stalls selling everything from 

homemade jams, cakes, a variety of foods, crafts, bric-a-brac, and a range of books and motoring 

memorabilia. (Tony last year bought a set of wheels). There are also food stalls with hot and cold 

drinks.  

We meet at 08.00am on the Sunday morning at the BP/M&S Emsworth Service Area on the west 

bound A27, and then drive down the M27 and A31 in our MGs to ‘The Botany Bay Inn’ for breakfast at 

10.00am, arriving at Athelhampton House by 11.00am. 

For those wishing to make it a weekend visit, we have the option of going a day earlier on the 

Saturday; again meeting at 08.00am at the BP/M&S Emsworth Service Area, then driving down the 

A27 and A31 to meet our friends from Bournemouth at ‘The Botany Bay Inn’ for breakfast, who will 

then take us on a local scenic run through the Dorset countryside, followed by an evening meal at a 

local pub. Those Club members wishing to take this option, should make their own accommodation 

arrangements on the Saturday night; possibly at ‘The Poachers Inn’ (see below), or at other local 

B&Bs of their choice. ‘The Poachers Inn’ has 21 rooms and can provide an evening meal in their 17th 

century restaurant, or in their cosy historic bars. 

There are no restrictions on numbers for this weekend, but in politeness to out hosts, we should 

advise them how many shall be attending at the end of July. When the pandemic restrictions are 

lifted, we also recommend early booking at the ‘The Poachers Inn’ due to their limitations on rooms. 

If you wish to join us on us on the Saturday or Sunday or both, or for further details and current 
pandemic restrictions, please contact; 
Colin on; 01903 877858   or Andy on; 07981 962246 
colin.jessey@btinternet.com  andy.harris@btinternet.com 

The Botany Bay Inn    The Poachers Inn 
A31, Winterborne Zelston Dorset Piddletrenthide Dorset 
DT11 9ET,   01929 459227  DT2 7QX,   01300 348358 
www.thebotanybaydorset.co.uk  http://www.thepoachersinn.co.uk       

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

mailto:colin.jessey@btinternet.com
mailto:andy.harris@btinternet.com
http://www.thebotanybaydorset.co.uk/
http://www.thepoachersinn.co.uk/


 

 

 

‘2020 Autumn Mini Tour’ - 16/17th October 2020 
British Motor Museum, Gaydon 

 

 
 

Our Autumn Tour is scheduled to go ahead as planned on 16/17th October with 15 cars, subject to 
the final pandemic restrictions being lifted in time. The Tour is now Full but in the event of a cancelation 
we have a waiting list, so anyone wishing to join us should give us a call for the latest update and current 
situation. 
 
Due to the numerous events being cancelled this year, to make this a full weekend-break with our 
MGs, we have extended the Tour with the option of a second night at our selected Hotel.  
 
The Tour is centred upon a visit on the Saturday to the ‘British Motor Museum’ at Gaydon, housing 
the world’s largest collection of British historic and classic cars from the early 1900s up to the present 
day, with two nights at our exclusive 4 star hotel near Warwick .  
 
On the Friday morning, after enjoying an English breakfast at ‘Wellies Café’ outside Chichester, we 
have the option of a leisurely drive through the Cotswolds to our hotel, stopping at some of the 
villages, or taking a faster direct route along the A34 with a possible visit to one of the following;   

• Milestone Museum, Basingstoke; an Edwardian town/village with shops and vehicles.  

• Nuffield Place, Henley-on-Thames; NT house, former home and estate of Lord Nuffield.  

• MG Car Club HQ & Museum, Kimber House, Abingdon; pre-war archives and memorabilia. 

• The Bicester Heritage Centre; old WW 2 hangers with some 30 classic car businesses.  
 
Friday; Costs amount to £60 per person to include 3 course dinner in a private room, with bed & 
breakfast at our luxury 4 star hotel; plus £10 (optional) group entry into The British Motor Museum.  
 
Saturday (optional); Costs again amount to £60 per person to include 3 course dinner with bed & 
breakfast at our luxury 4 star hotel.  
(Please allow £30 for a single room supplement for each night)  
 
For full details, an itinerary and further information please contact; 
Colin;  01903 877858    John; 07825 512983 
colin.jessey@btinternet.com          johnsgodsmark@gmail.com 

 
_________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

mailto:colin.jessey@btinternet.com
mailto:johnsgodsmark@gmail.com


‘Chichester Wales Tour - 2021’ 
Saturday 24th April – 1st May 2021 

 
Our seven night/eight day Tour has been 
rescheduled for April 2021 and we are able to 
confirm that all our hotel bookings are now in place:  
 
On Saturday 24th April we set out from Chichester to 
our first hotel near Chepstow, spending the following 
four nights at Llanerchindda Farm in the Brecon 
Beacons, while enjoying some scenic runs during 
each day. On the Thursday we drive through central 
Wales to our hotel in Betws-y-Coed, Snowdonia for 
two nights, leaving for home on Saturday 1st May (a 
day earlier than the 2020 Tour due to hotel 
availability). 

 
The Tour is full with 17 cars, but we have a waiting list in case of cancellations. For those who wish to 
join us and for further details please contact John or Clive on;   johnsgodsmark@gmail.com 
         clivewilson17@gmail.com 
 
_________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Autumn Skittles Fun Day 

Sunday 15th November 

We meet at a local garden centre for coffee and/or bacon sandwiches and then go on a 

short local scenic run to ‘The Barley Mow’ at Walderton, to enjoy an excellent carvery roast 

lunch followed by a game of traditional wooden skittles. 

Full details are to follow but as this is a popular event with limited places available; those 

interested should as soon as possible contact Neil & Mandy on 07999 425156; or by email 

on neilsawford@outlook.com or amandajennings661@gmail.com 

 

 

 

 

CANCELLED EVENTS  
 

The Capel Classic Car & Bike Show: Saturday 15 August 2020 – Cancelled. 

For those who registered and paid, registration will be carried over to next year's event to be held on 
Saturday 21.08.2021. 
 

West Sussex MGOC - SOUTH DOWNS RUN: Sunday 6th September 2020 – Cancelled 

Next year’s event is scheduled for Sunday 5th September 2021. 
For further details see www.southdownsrun@gmail.com or www.wsmgoc.co.uk 

 

Please note that almost all events have been cancelled till late July and we will try and keep 

you posted as we are notified. 

mailto:johnsgodsmark@gmail.com
mailto:clivewilson17@gmail.com
mailto:neilsawford@outlook.com
mailto:amandajennings661@gmail.com


SUMMER CLUB CLOTHING & REGALIA 

 

            
 

    Classic Summer Polo Sports Shirt;    Baseball Caps 
       In a full range of colours @ £12.50          Always plenty in stock @ £8.00 

 

 

New - Heavy Combed Cotton T Shirts - £9.50 
By popular demand we can now offer a heavy 190 gsm combed cotton T Shirt, with ribbed crew neck 
collar, taped neck, tubular body and twin needle stitching in a full range of colours to include; Black, 
Navy, Royal Blue, Sky Blue, Dark Grey, Marl Grey, Bottle Green and Red with our club logo or; Sand 
and White, with our club logo in blue or red.  

 

New - Working One Piece Overalls/Coveralls – from £25.00 (or less £3 without logo). 
Also by demand, we can now offer a range of quality overalls, in all sizes and in a range of colours.  

1. A medium weight (210 gsm) 65/35% polyester /cotton overall with pockets, stud fastening, 
elasticated waist, in navy or royal with club logo; £25. 

2. A heavier weight (245 gsm) 65/35% polyester/cotton overall with plenty of pockets, zip and stud 
fastening, elasticated waist, in black, navy or royal with club logo; £31. 

3. A heavy weight (260 gsm) 65/35% polyester/cotton overall with plenty of pockets, zip and stud 
fastening, elasticated waist, in black, navy, royal, bottle, grey, red, or white with club logo at £37. 

 

Coronavirus 
Our clothing supplier is now fully open and back to normal, with deliveries being made approximately 

within 2 weeks. Accordingly, we can take orders for clothing from our complete range; and can offer 

immediate delivery from our stock of baseball caps, woolly hats, scarfs, gloves, body warmers and 

fleeces.  

 

Full Range of Club Clothing;  
For the full and extended range give Colin a call on 01903 877858, email colin.jessey@btinternet.com 

or check out our web site; www.chichestermgoc.org.uk  
 

Windscreen Stickers; Always plenty available with our club logo in red at £1 each. 

 

Payments; are welcome by bank transfer paid into our Santander  ‘Chichester MGOC Regalia 

Account’; A/C 22353988; Sort Code 09-01-29  - or by cash and cheque given to Andy or Colin at any 

time. 

 

Delivery; Is usually within 2 to 3 weeks from receipt of order, but we always have plenty of our baseball 

caps, woolly hats, scarfs, and gloves in stock at all times.  

mailto:colin.jessey@btinternet.com
http://www.chichestermgoc.org.uk/


MG Car Club 

 

Sussex Wanderers  

 

Newsletter - 1st June 2020 

 

 

 

Time to put pen to paper! Lockdown has been in place for some weeks, but whilst it has brought 

extreme worry and sadness to many, there has also been an air of tranquillity, which has manifested 

itself in the abundance  of wildlife returning to our gardens and indeed towns, as demonstrated by 

the goats leaving the Great Orme to go into Llandudno. We are fortunate to have a large garden and 

looking out of the window to try and get some ideas for this screed, I have been confronted by the 

wonderful scene of a family of foxes and their four cubs playing on the lawn; a delightful sight to be 

enjoyed, as the parents bring their new litter of cubs to us every year. Today sees the lockdown being 

relaxed a little. I ask myself if it too soon?  Whilst we want to see life returning to some form of 

normality, it needs to be done safely and with the correct monitoring in place. The intelligent members 

of my family, who are medics and a bio chemist  all feel  that we are moving a little too quickly - but 

only time will tell. 

 

There is little to report in the way of activities for Sussex Wanderers.  Sadly our outing to Robin Lawton 

has been cancelled. Similarly, Parham House which we were due to visit in October have been in 

contact, and they have taken the decision to remain closed for all of 2020. Hopefully we will be able 

to reschedule both events for next year. At present I haven't cancelled our barbecue, which is on the 

calendar for August, but with pubs remaining closed and  social distancing, I am doubtful if it will take 

place. However, I remain hopeful that we will  be able to  enjoy an outing or two towards the end of 

the year - albeit that they will be 'last minute' events. 

 

 In March I decided to SORN the TF and it remains off the road. I know that several members have 

taken the opportunity to carry out various works on their cars during this lockdown period. David  

James, who has an immaculate TC was doing a general service on the car last autumn and decided 

that it was also time to replace the 

brake fluid, which subsequently 

led to a catalogue of problems. He 

sent me a report on the current 

state of his car and work in 

progress, and in his own words 'I 

couldn't undo the bleed nipples, 

since they had corroded over the 

years. So in the middle of February 

I started removing the slave 

cylinder, replacing the bleed 

nipples, rubber seals and boots 

and some of the internal springs 

and crown washers. As usual there 



are problems along the way and remember that the master cylinder is under the floor on the driver's 

side! Topping it up with your head under the steering wheel is no easy matter. By the time I'd finished 

and pushed the new fluid round the system, we were in lockdown.  So, I've not been able to take the 

car for a test drive and is now residing in the garage, as per the above photo'. 

 

Response to  the quiz which I circulated recently, with answers returned at  the end of May has been 

'patchy'! However,  the answers are noted below and there will be a winner announced in the June 

newsletter. Would you like a general knowledge quiz? 

 

Quiz answers: (1) Skinners Union. (2) Birmingham Small Arms. (3) Halford, Robins, Godfrey. (4) Officine 

Meccaniche SA. (5) Auto Carriers. (6) Phantom IV - 1950 - 1956. There were either 16 or 18made, 

according to which book you read. (7) Claude Johnson - also 1st secretary of the RAC. (8) Springfield. 

(9) Y - type. 1948. (10) Abingdon 251. (11) TC. (12) MGC GT. (13) Tigress - 5 were made. (14) Austin 

Healey, Riley, Morris Minor Estate & van. (15) 19. (16) Dancing Daughters. (17) September 1948. (18) 

Twice - 1955 and 1957. (19) Three times - 1952, 195 and 1957. (20) Brooklands 1926. 

 

Several members have been kind enough to contact me, expressing concern  that Riding for the 

Disabled must be losing many donations due to the impact of  Coronavirus and the lockdown.  Sadly 

the costs for  maintaining the horses, stables and driving carriages etc continue, but the revenue 

stream from gifts and donations has largely dried up.  Last year due to your generosity we collected 

and donated £1600,00.00. To help this very worthy cause, I am wondering if you would be happy to 

consider making a 'one off' donation for Riding for the Disabled. If so, you could either make a transfer 

to D. Griffiths - bank details - Sort Code: 20 42 58 and A/c Number: 90422533 or you could send me a 

cheque made out to D.Griffiths - address: 82 Worthing Road, Horsham, West Sussex, RH12 1TD. Either 

way, please drop me an email. I will then make payment to RDA. Thanking you in anticipation. 

 

Hopefully the June newsletter will bring you some better news. In the meantime keep safe and have 

those precious cars prepared in readiness for an outing later in the year.  

 

 

 

David Griffiths. 

  



 
 

The following items are for sale or looking for 
new homes  

Work bench (H 3ft W 4ft.D 2ft) Looking for a new 
home. Mark has asked for a small donation to the 
club, buyer collects. Contact Mark Bacchus  
mark_bacchus@hotmail.com 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our Sponsors: We are very grateful to the following sponsors of Chichester MGOC; 

 

     

mailto:mark_bacchus@hotmail.com
https://dhcwargamesblog.wordpress.com/for-sale/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/3.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/3.0/


 

Minchins; Classic MG & Triumph Sports Cars in 

Chichester. 
 

Minchins of Goodwood,  Warehead, Halnaker, 
Chichester, West Sussex, PO18 0NF. 

tel; 07415 367857  www.minchinsofgoodwood.co.uk 
 
 
 
 
Based at Halnaker near the famous Goodwood Motor Racing 
Circuit, we offer the finest, original and fully restored MG and Triumph sports cars available. Every car 
is inspected, serviced, and tuned before delivery. With an indoor showroom, during normal times we 
can also prepare and sell your classic car on a commission basis. 
For further information call us any time; Viewing is strictly by Appointment; 

 
A selection from our current stock; 

 
     
 

• 1.8 MGBGT 1968; overdrive - £17,999  
Old English White with CWW, 6 owners from new, believed 
54,000 miles, superbly restored with excellent history file, detailed 
show engine bay, lovely new black leather interior and upholstery, 
original toggle switch dashboard, MotaLita spots steering wheel, 
perfect, not to be missed. 
 

• 1.8 MGB Roaster 1968; overdrive - £26.500  
‘Primrose’ with CWW is well known to me, 3 former keepers and 
only 46.000 miles, recent full professional restoration with black 
leather interior, original toggle switch dashboard and 3 spoke wire 
steering wheel, detailed show engine bay, spectacular – they 
don’t get better than this. 
 

• 1.8 MGB Roadster 1967; overdrive - £28,750 
BRG with CWW, 13,000 miles from full restoration in 1999 by Tim 
Kelly MG specialist , new Heritage bodyshell and doors etc, 
excellent history, beautiful black leather interior, detailed show 
engine bay, and much much more, faultless and the finest; simply 
Concours. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Coronavirus 

’Dear Customers, 
 
I am pleased to advise that in accordance with Government Guidelines and Restrictions, and 
while adhering to social distance requirements, our showroom at Halnaker has now re-opened 
and business is as normal. 
I hope that you and your families are all in the best of health and continue to keep safe and be 
alert.   
 

Bruce Minchin 

http://www.minchinsofgoodwood.co.uk/


 
 

 

And finally, …………………… Many 

members have said they miss my jokes or 

amusing photo at the end of my 

newsletter, so for those members. 

With the hot weather coming up, who can 

think of a cooler sun shield!  

 


